Bridge Survey 
318 members were contacted by email and post. There were 110 responses (some of which represent more than one person in a household)

73 households were totally against the bridge

31 households would accept the bridge proposal subject to further consideration of the management of traffic in Waterside and Southern Lane.

6 individuals were prepared to support the proposals for the bridge and traffic, with minor modifications.

Many points were made by members and the following are those with the most support. They come from those for and those against the bridge, with the percentage of the vote:

1 The case for the bridge has not been proved – 25% 

2 The suggestions for Waterside will cause more congestion in the centre of the town and needs much more consideration – 30% 

3 More consideration and investigation should be done into the possible improvement of Lucy’s Mill bridge, including the compulsory purchase of the land – 18%

4 The pedestrian/cycle proposals will duplicate the conflict on the Tramway bridge, not solve it – 8.5%

5 More consideration to be given to coach and traffic management before pedestrian and cyclists’ needs are provided – 8.5%

6 The money is not justified – 12% 

7 The possible damage to both banks and the dangers of flooding have not been properly addressed – 8%

Further points receiving support from more than one member were as follows:

· Relief of traffic congestion is no argument - a new vehicular bridge elsewhere would be a better solution to traffic problems than a cyclist/pedestrian bridge.

· The proposed bridge would be a pleasant ‘leisure’ ride but is not a good route for those cycling as an alternative to the car.

· The bridge in itself will not be a tourist attraction

· This is a piecemeal approach and should form part of an overall traffic strategy, not a preamble to it.

· More consideration should be given to safety. Lighting will be necessary not only on the bridge but in the environs and this could cause light pollution. However, without adequate lighting the bridge, as it is slightly out of town, the bridge could be a gathering place for anti-social elements.

· All improvements to the town should be for the benefit of the rate-paying locals. Such improvements would enhance the town and it would automatically become more attractive place for people to visit without the need for contrived attractions. 

