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Dear Julie

The Proposed Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge

 and changes to Waterside and Southern Lane

I am writing to thank the County Council for the arrangements made for the presentation to members of the Society on the 20 November last. We were pleased with the attendance which showed the level of interest in this project, and the nature of the presentation has now ensured a much better informed debate of the key issues.

The Society agrees that the design selected for the new bridge is attractive and worthy of the location. Some 12 months ago, we expressed concerns over the possible impact of the Bridge upon the adjoining Recreation Ground. We were therefore reassured to note that there are no proposals to extend the amount of car parking there, and that the existing paths, not new ones, will be used for the pedestrian and cycling routes.

What has concerned us above all else, however, is the overall need for this bridge.

At the presentation we heard anecdotal evidence about the possible use of the bridge by pedestrians, we heard some figures of possible numbers as answers to a question and also we heard that the cycle paths will be part of a national network. At no stage did we hear any authoritative estimate or projection of the number of pedestrians and cyclists likely to use the bridge, or why the bridge might attract more visitors to the town. We certainly did not hear information or evidence of sufficient weight which people would normally expect to hear in support of a project of such importance. Moreover, we understand it is a statutory requirement that an environmental impact assessment must be carried out and there was no reference to this at the presentation. 

Some 12 months ago, the Society drew to the County Council’s attention the importance of establishing the need for this bridge, and of explaining, with evidence, how it fits into the overall picture for pedestrian and cycling traffic in the locality. Unfortunately, it appears that this advice has gone un-heeded. In the absence of this type of evidence, the Society feels that, at the presentation, the County failed to discharge its responsibility to establish quite unequivocally the need for this bridge for both pedestrians and cyclists alike.

In these circumstances the Society is unable to support the proposed bridge, nor are we able to support the ancillary traffic changes to Waterside and Southern Lane which formed part of the presentation.

Since the presentation was made in November, we have conducted a survey of the views of members of the Stratford Society and the response to this exercise from our members has been excellent.  I now have pleasure in enclosing a summary of the views expressed in this survey, which I hope you will find helpful. We are hopeful that the comment made by John Deegan at the presentation that ‘This is a genuinely consultative exercise. No decisions have been made about anything’ will lead to an outcome which will prove to the people of Stratford that this is not, as they fear, a fait accompli.

In the survey referred to, you will notice that there is strong support for the view that the County Council has failed to make the case for the bridge. There is also a well supported view that, as far as the traffic proposals are concerned, in any event, they need to be revisited.
Despite the statements made at the presentation, the Society is concerned that the building of the bridge could have a detrimental effect on the Recreation Ground. The encouragement of cyclists to use the bridge must result in a plethora of hard surface tracks wide enough for pedestrians and cyclists to co-exist, plus attendant litter bins, signage and lighting. This will result in a significant urbanisation of a relatively rural and informal scene.
I hope these comments will be taken into account in your further deliberations on this issue.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Ian Prosser
Chairman
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