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30 December 2009
Attention Mr Neil Hempstead
Dear Mr Hempstead
09/02368/FUL – Egg Packing Station, Bishopton Lane, Bishopton
Erection of 77 dwellings, underground pumping station, landscaping, open space, car parking, earthworks to facilitate surface water drainage and ancillary works. 
The Stratford Society has examined the plans relating to the above application and wishes to comment on it as follows:
The proposed layout looks satisfactory within the site itself, but we are seriously concerned that no consideration has been given to the context in which it will stand if proposals go ahead for a “parkway” station at or near the park-and-ride site. Such a scheme would have effects on the planning of a large area around it, and, to the best of our knowledge, no studies have been made, or, at least, made public. It seems impossible to assess the suitability of a scheme when it is being looked at only within the context of an overall plan which is to all intents and purposes obsolete.

We note also that the proposed houses are selections from the developer’s standard catalogue. We have seen these already in Stratford and have not been impressed. The Council knows of our concerns about the poor design quality which is being accepted in the town with no apparent opposition. There will, presumably, be some delay before a decision can be made on this application in view of the state of the housing moratorium, and we hope that the Council can in the interim begin to build some more assertive strictures with which to take on this kind of mediocrity. A scheme of this size is surely ideal for a major developer to dip a toe into the waters of design for the 21st century – we all know of instances in various parts of the country which show that new buildings can be both contemporary and sympathetic to their locale. Let us invite – even demand – such standards here, and make a break from the weak imitations of past styles with which the town’s character is being smothered.
Yours faithfully

LEON TANNER (Chairman, Planning Group, Stratford Society)

Please send correspondence to me at 14 Broad Street Stratford CV37 6HN (tel 269033)
